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Meeting Venue:

Siambr Hywel - Ty Hywel
Meeting date:
Wednesday, 14 May 2025
Meeting time: 13.30

279 (v3)

This meeting will be held in a hybrid format, with some Members in Siambr Hywel

and others joining by video-conference.

1 Questions to the Cabinet Secretary for Housing and Local

Government

(45 mins)
The Presiding Officer will call party spokespeople to ask questions without notice
to the Cabinet Secretary after Question 2.

View Questions

2 Questions to the Cabinet Secretary for Education

(45 mins)
The Presiding Officer will call party spokespeople to ask questions without notice
to the Cabinet Secretary after Question 2.

View Questions

3 Topical Questions
(20 mins)

To be answered by Minister for Children and Social Care

Mabon ap Gwynfor (Dwyfor Meirionnydd): Will the Cabinet Secretary make a

statement on the potential impact of the UK Government's Immigration White

Paper on the social care workforce in Wales?

4 90 Second Statements

(5 mins)

"(’/// Senedd Cymru

Welsh Parliament


https://record.senedd.wales/OrderPaper/OralQuestions/14-05-2025/
https://record.senedd.wales/OrderPaper/OralQuestions/14-05-2025/
https://senedd.wales/people/mabon-ap-gwynfor-ms/

5 Member Debate under Standing Order 11.21(iv): Safeguarding the

health of firefighters

(60 mins)
NDM8812 Luke Fletcher (South Wales West)
To propose that the Senedd:

1. Notes:

a) that firefighting exposes individuals to carcinogenic effluents, including
benzene and toluene, which significantly increases mortality rates among
firefighters relative to the general population;

b) the work of the World Health Organisation’s International Agency for Research
on Cancer and their classification of cancer among firefighters as a Group 1
occupational hazard;

¢) that countries such as the United States, Canada, and Australia have officially
recognised the link between exposure to toxic effluents and increased incidences
of cancers; and

d) the Fire Brigades Union’s ‘DECON’ campaign and its vital efforts to help
firefighters reduce harmful exposure to contaminants.

2. Recognises the findings of scientific research led by Professor Anna Stec at the
Centre for Fire and Hazards Sciences, University of Central Lancashire,
commissioned by the Fire Brigades Union, which reveals that surveyed firefighters
aged 35 to 39 faced an age-specific cancer rate up to 323 per cent higher than
that of the general population of the same age group.

3. Calls on the Welsh Government to:

a) collaborate with the Fire Brigades Union, fire and rescue services, and leading
specialists in fire toxicology to mitigate the effects of carcinogenic effluents on
firefighters in Wales;

b) establish a preventative health programme to monitor and record exposures for
all firefighters in Wales, including annual cancer screening as a minimum
standard; and

¢) align Wales with international best practices in safeguarding firefighter health.
Co-submitters

Llyr Gruffydd (North Wales)



https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=8634
https://senedd.wales/people/425

Jane Dodds (Mid and West Wales)
Peredur Owen Griffiths (South Wales East)

Rhys ab Owen (South Wales Central)

Samuel Kurtz (Carmarthen West and South Pembrokeshire)

Supporters

Delyth Jewell (South Wales East)
Hefin David (Caerphilly)

Jenny Rathbone (Cardiff Central)

Joel James (South Wales Central)

Sioned Williams (South Wales West)

6 Debate on the Petitions Committee report: P-06-1482: Ban
smartphones in all schools in Wales (with exemptions for
exceptional circumstances)

(60 mins)

NDM8899 Carolyn Thomas (North Wales)
To propose that the Senedd:

Notes the report of the Petitions Committee, ‘P-06-1482 Ban smartphones in all
schools in Wales (with exemptions for exceptional circumstances)’, which was laid
in the Table Office on 12 March 2025.

Note: The response of the Welsh Government to the report was laid in the Table
Office on 7 May 2025.

7 Welsh Conservatives Debate - Taxation
(60 mins)

NDM8898 Paul Davies (Preseli Pembrokeshire)

To propose that the Senedd:

1. Regrets that:

a) Welsh pay packets are the lowest in Great Britain;

b) business deaths continue to outpace business births; and

¢) if council tax had risen by the same rate in Wales as has been the case in
England since 2010, the average Band D household in Wales would be £350 a year
better off.


https://senedd.wales/people/4983
https://senedd.wales/people/8579
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=8625
https://senedd.wales/people/8642
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=5207
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=513
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=241
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=8687
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=8670
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=5143
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsenedd.wales%2Fmedia%2Fb4ektxws%2Fcr-ld17055-e.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cpetitions%40senedd.wales%7Cec06039632ec4bbc5ff408dd61481f7d%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C638773684585163007%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=abQgi0XRhuXaCMxG1HC99%2F2E4tPUXcTG6DYUR%2Bd9t3c%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flaiddocuments.senedd.wales%2Fgen-ld17159-en.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cpetitions%40senedd.wales%7Cc99e311083874b4cb41f08dd8d459199%7C38dc5129340c45148a044e8ef2771564%7C0%7C0%7C638822052169535242%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2rXyPr5fl2NrxKYI811LgZpdtfaWeIzKdZ1NWN6a6u0%3D&reserved=0
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=145

2. Calls on the Welsh Government to:

a) deliver efficiency savings, outside of health, schools and farming budgets, to
deliver a 1 pence cut in the basic rate of income tax;

b) restore business rate relief to 75 per cent for the retail hospitality and leisure
sector;

¢) eliminate business rates for small businesses; and

d) ensure local referendums for councils proposing council tax rises by over 5 per

cent in a single financial year.

The following amendments were tabled:

Amendment 1 Jane Hutt (Vale of Glamorgan)

Delete all and replace with:

To propose that the Senedd:

1. Notes:

a) the average Band D council tax bill in Wales this year is £110 lower than in
England and more than 256,000 low-income households in Wales receive support
with their bills through the council tax reduction scheme;

b) the business birth rate in 2023 in Wales was higher than in the south-east and
south-west regions of England, and higher than in Northern Ireland; and

c) growth in average weekly earnings for full-time adults in Wales has outpaced
the UK over the last 10 years.

2. Recognises:

a) ratepayers in the retail, hospitality and leisure sectors have received more than
£1 billion in additional business rates support over the last six years and almost
half of all ratepayers pay no business rates at all.

b) Welsh rates of income tax are forecast to contribute more than £3 billion to the
Welsh budget this year; and

¢) local authorities are accountable to the people of Wales when setting budgets

and council tax, based on the needs of local services.
If amendment 1 is agreed, amendment 2 will be de-selected.

Amendment 2 Heledd Fychan (South Wales Central)



https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=156
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=426

Delete all and replace with:

Propose that the Senedd:

1. Notes:

a) that tax as a proportion of UK GDP reached its highest level in over 70 years
under the previous UK Conservative Government;

b) the projected impact of the current UK Government’s increase to employer
national insurance contributions on average wage growth; and

¢) the continued burden of Brexit on Welsh trade and investment, and the cost to
Welsh businesses and taxpayers of having to comply with additional red tape
outside of the EU Single Market.

2. Regrets:

a) the UK Labour Government’s broken promise not to increase taxes on working
people; and

b) the UK Labour Government’s decision to Barnetise Treasury core public sector
reimbursements to national insurance contributions, which has left Wales facing a
£65 million shortfall.

3. Believes:

a) the present limitations of the Welsh Government’s tax-varying powers are an
impediment to effective policy-making in Wales, and

b) that the Senedd should possess the devolved competence to set its own income
tax bands, in line with the powers already devolved to the Scottish Parliament
under the Scotland Act 2012.

4. Calls on the Welsh Government to:

a) initiate the process outlined in the Government of Wales Act 2006 to seek
powers currently reserved to Westminster to enable the Senedd to set all rates and
bands for Welsh income tax.

b) establish a preferential business rates multiplier for SMEs; and

c) re-engage with the programme of council tax reform.

8 Voting Time

9 Short Debate
(30 mins)



NDM8895 Heledd Fychan (South Wales Central)

Poverty isn't inevitable: how the Welsh Government and the UK Government can

improve the lives of the people of Wales.

The Senedd will sit again in Plenary at 13.30, Tuesday, 20 May 2025


https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=426

Agenda ltem 1

Oral Questions tabled on 07/05/2025 for answer on 14/05/2025

The Presiding Officer will call party spokespeople to ask questions without notice after Question
2.

CABINET SECRETARY FOR HOUSING AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Sioned Williams South Wales West

1| OQ62714 (e)
What is the Welsh Government doing to increase the supply of affordable
homes in South Wales West?

Mike Hedges Swansea East

2| OQ62673 (e)

Will the Cabinet Secretary make a statement on the number of empty homes
in Wales?

Paul Davies Preseli Pembrokeshire

3| OQ62682(e)

Will the Cabinet Secretary make a statement on regeneration projects in
Pembrokeshire?

Cefin Campbell Mid and West Wales
4| 0Q62698 (e)

What assessment has the Welsh Government made of the effectiveness of its
Warm Homes Nest scheme?

Mabon ap Gwynfor Dwyfor Meirionnydd
5 OQ62708 (w)

What assessment has the Cabinet Secretary made of rents in the private
sector?

Heledd Fychan South Wales Central
6| OQ62703(e)

How is the Welsh Government working with local authorities to ensure that
people with disabilities do not have to live in hospitals due to their homes
being unsuitable for housing adaptations or a shortage of alternative adapted
and accessible housing?

Delyth Jewell South Wales East
7| OQ62691 (e)
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https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=8670
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=332
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=145
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=8643
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=269
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=426
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=5207

10

n

What consideration did the Cabinet Secretary give to the need to fund leisure
and library services when deciding on the budgets for local authorities in
South Wales East?

Altaf Hussain South Wales West
0Q62697 (e)

What assessment has the Cabinet Secretary made of the impact of UK
Government policies on the Welsh Government's warm homes scheme?

Peter Fox Monmouth

0Q62709 (e)

Will the Cabinet Secretary make a statement on the availability of grants for
residential adaptations for disabled people?

Gareth Davies \ale of Clwyd
0Q62679 (e)

What advice and guidance does the Welsh Government provide to local
authorities regarding the provision of public conveniences?

Russell George Montgomeryshire

0Q62702 (e)

What assessment has the Welsh Government made of the effectiveness of the
warm homes scheme?

CABINET SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION

Adam Price Carmarthen East and Dinefwr

0Q62705 (w)

What plans does the Cabinet Secretary have to bring further education
colleges back under public sector control?

Natasha Asghar South Wales East
0Q62713 (e)

What action is the Welsh Government taking to support private and
independent schools?

Paul Davies Preseli Pembrokeshire

0Q62681 (e)

What is the Welsh Government doing to promote the benefits of outdoor
learning?

Pack Page 2


https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=543
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=4787
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=8571
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https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=336
https://business.senedd.wales/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=145

10

n

Mark Isherwood North Wales

0Q62675 (e)

Will the Cabinet Secretary provide an update on the Welsh Government's
additional learning needs reforms?

Peter Fox Monmouth

OQ62711 (e)

What assessment has the Cabinet Secretary made of the extent to which
schools rely on agency staff?

Sam Rowlands North Wales

0Q62695 (e)

Will the Cabinet Secretary provide an update on the role of Standing Advisory
Councils on Religious Education?

Mabon ap Gwynfor Dwyfor Meirionnydd
0Q62710 (w)

Will the Cabinet Secretary make a statement on the provision of physical
education in schools?

Laura Anne Jones South Wales East

0Q62700 (e)

What guidance has the Welsh Government issued to schools following the UK
Supreme Court's ruling on the definition of a woman?

Buffy Williams Rhondda
0Q62688 (e)

How is the Welsh Government supporting schools to tackle pupil absence?

Julie Morgan Cardiff North
0Q62704% (e)

What assessment has the Cabinet Secretary made of the effectiveness of the
policy of fining parents of children who do not attend school?

Alun Davies Blaenau Gwent

0Q62699 (e)

How does the Welsh Government monitor the wellbeing of pupils who are
home-schooled?
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12

Darren Millar Clwyd West
0Q62712 (e)

How is the Welsh Government promoting parental and learner choice
regarding the schools pupils can attend?
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